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is a small platform upon which the person that steers
stands. A boat thus constructed must necessarily leak
greatly; one man is therefore stationed for the sole
purpose of baling the water out, and to prevent new
comers, especially women, from seeing the quantity of
water constantly pouring in by the seams at her bottom
a weed, something like heath furze'fis laid there more than
a foot deep. They are about sixteen feet long, seven wide,
and five deep, quite open, with a single board across for a
seat at regular distances ; are rowed by eight or ten, two
sitting upon each bench, the passengers on the one nearest
the stern. The reason of their being sewed together in-
stead of the usual fastenings is that, in case of touching
the ground between the surfs, they may remain upright, the
sides yielding to the next sea that strikes and lifts her up
again.

Upon reaching the shore much adroitness is shewn in
preventing the return of the surge carrying her out again
with it, for it runs with wonderful velocity. The moment
she first touches the beach the steersman lays her broad-
side to the sea, the crew, with ropes in their hands, jump-
ing out and checking her so as to prevent the return to sea
(though they sometimes fail in their object), the next surf
then strikes her upon the broad side, driving her up high
and dry upon the sand, in which last operation the spray
usually beats entirely over the boat, giving those seated in
her a complete ducking.

We had in the Masulah with us a figure which I
supposed to be a female, drest in white muslin coming
close round the throat, the body also close, but con-
tinued into a kind of petticoat hanging loose and large
to the feet. This I learnt was the Captain's DubasJi, a
native man acting as general steward who provides every
household article as well as of merchandize, and engages
all inferior servants. In our way to the shore he informed
Captain Waddell that two large ships we saw at an anchor
were the Pigot, Captain Richardson, and the Hector,
Captain Williams (two of our Downs fleet) that came in